Volume 24, Edition 1 


— ras ez _¥_B of the AA 
: am cteur Radic 


QRV? 


Happy New Year! | want to start off by thanking 
Eileen, Jim and Dave for their years of service to 
the club. All have graciously consented to 
continuing on in one capacity or another. | will 
lean heavily upon them to help keep things 
running smoothly. 


We have an open position of club Treasurer. A 
degree in finance is not required, just a 
willingness to help the club. Please send mea 
note on the vomarc.org website if you 

are interested in helping out. In the meantime, 
Dave will act as treasurer. 


Thanks to all of you who have already renewed 
your membership in the club for 2020. For those 
who still need to reenlist, you can do so at the 
January meeting. Dues are $15 per year or $20 
for a family membership. Be sure to pay Dave a 
visit at the January meeting. 


The start of a new year is a traditional time for 
people to make resolutions. It's not too late to 
look for inspiration. VOMARC will be presenting 
many topics at regular meetings this 

year. There's a good chance that one or more of 
them will cover activities you have yet to try 
out. So might | suggest you make a resolution to 
try a new thing or two in Amateur Radio in 2020, 
no matter how small. Part 97 of the FCC rules 


January 2020 


governs Amateur Radio and our entire purpose 
of being includes references to pools of "trained 
operators" and "advancing skills in both the 
communication and technical phases of the 

rt." This doesn't mean everyone is expected to 
invent some radical new form of 
communication. Most of us don't have 
advanced degrees in electrical engineering. But 
you'll have met the challenge presented to all of 
us if by December 31, 2020 you have at least 
one more thing you can do with Amateur Radio 
which you could not do on January 1, 
2020. That's not terribly hard to do and can bea 
lot of fun, so let's get started! 


73, Robert KASWSS 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, January 15, 2020, 7:30pm 
City of Sonoma EOC 
Topic: KH1/KH7Z Baker Island DXpedition 
A video of a presentation of the KH1/KH7Z Baker 
Island DXpedition will illustrate some of the 
difficulties that need to be overcome for those 
willing to put in the work to give us interesting 
DX to work on the bands. 


Minutes, November 20, 2019 


KD6FIL (Dave), KG6QNT (Eileen), KG6N (Frank), 
N6TVN (Carl), KA2ZQQ0O (Declan), NJ6E (Stan), 


WB6TMH (Mike), WD6BOR (Darrel), AB7LG (Bill), 
WA6CRB (Dan), KF6FZM (Dick), N6LY (Elizabeth), 
K6YD (Kevin), N7PIB (San), KEUUW (Jim), W6WN 
(Alan), KASWSS (Robert) 


MINUTES 
Meeting called to order at 19:32 
PRESIDENT 


New Officers introduced. Robert, KASWSS, 
President, Jim, KEUUW, Vice President, Dave, 
KD6FIL Secretary, Mike, WB6TMH, Radio Officer. 
Still looking for a treasurer. Anyone interested? 


VICE PRESIDENT 


Pacific Division ARRL meeting is Saturday, 
December 7 in Livermore. 


Dues are dues. $15 
TREASURER 
Income this year $193.70 


Currently have $3,502.51 in the bank. 
SECRETARY 

Working on Hamfest 

RADIO OFFICER 

Foundation poured at the house. 
ACS 

No activation 

Training 


Jim, Mike, Ed and Bill are working with 5 
students at the high school building a 1 
transistor FM oscillator. 


OLD BUSINESS 

Officer Nominations and Election: 
Robert, KASWSS, President 

Jim, K6BUUW, Vice President 
Dave, KD6FIL Secretary 

Mike, WB6TMH, Radio Officer 


Still looking for a treasurer. Anyone interested? 
Vote for officers — unanimous- 

Christmas Party- December 11 at 6 PM at the 
Mary’s Pizza in Boyes Hot Springs 

Book donation letter has been sent to the 
Sonoma Library 

NEW BUSINESS 


Frank, KG6N, said that Point Reyes Lighthouse 
has reopened and we can look at doing the 
Lighthouses on the Air in August. 


Mystery Box: the lucky recipient was Bill- AB7LG 
Meeting adjourned at 19:55 
PROGRAM 


Alan Thompson- Communications lessons 
learned from the Camp Fire- 
Power Point presentation available at: 


https://www.dropbox.com/s/mdd 21cOhv7rl 


/Phones%2C%20Fire%2C%20Failures%20VOMA 
RC%20Slide%20Deck.pdf?dl=0 


Videos available here: 
httops://www.dropbox.com/sh/c9tctpff4p8uhdt 


AADFUojSrbOpwnZjvkibSWEca?dl=0 
—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


VOMARC Christmas Party 


VOMARC returned to Mary's Pizza Shack for the 
2019 Christmas Party on Wednesday, December 
11th. Somewhere between 28 and 30 folks 
showed up and even the original Mystery Box 
(see article below) appeared unexpectedly. 


—Photos submitted by Robert KA5wss 


eta 


In an effort to get more visibility for the club 
VOMARC now has two new social media 
accounts. Both our Twitter and Facebook 


accounts are now live and can be viewed with 
the following links: 


https://twitter.com/vomarc wé6aif 
https://www.facebook.com/wé6aif 


Strangely, the @w6ajf Twitter handle was 
already taken! 


Look for photos of club activities and 
announcements on either feed. We'll also use 
the platforms to keep an eye out on activities of 
other nearby clubs for ideas and 
encouragement. 


If you have an account on either platform please 
like or follow the club and be sure to tag us. 


~ Valley Of The Moon ARC 


( Edit profile | 


Valley Of The Moon ARC 


marc_w6aj 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


The Mystery of the Mystery 
Box 


When | first joined VOMARC the club had the 
tradition of the Mystery Box. This container 
would be given to a randomly selected attendee 
at regular meetings. Only the recipient of the 
box could open and see what was in it. An item 
could be taken from the box but had to be 
replaced by something else. At the next regular 
meeting the routine would be repeated. 


Some time ago, it became obvious that the box 
had disappeared and it took a bit of time to track 
down the last known recipient. Items from the 
back of a truck were taken and the Mystery Box 
was assumed lost to what surely must have been 


confused thieves. Their heavy haul was surely 
filled with Amateur Radio and electronic trinkets 
of little use to them. 


Darrel provided a new box and stocked it with 
goodies and we restarted the process. Like a 
Christmas miracle, the original Mystery Box 
made an appearance at the VOMARC Christmas 
Party in December. It turns out the box was 
mistakenly placed in storage by a relative. 


Now we have two Mystery Boxes and have 
something of a dilemma. Darrel's new suitcase 
box is very handy and | suggest we keep it. We 
can use the contents of the legacy box to restock 
the new as needed. Let us know your thoughts 
at the next meeting. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


ARRL Self-Guided Emergency 
Communication Course Now 
Available 


The ARRL's EC-001-S online "Introduction to 
Emergency Communication" course is now 
available to students in an on-demand format, 
allowing students to register for the course and 
begin work at any time. This course is designed 
to provide basic knowledge and tools for any 


emergency communications volunteer. In 
response to the great course demand and to 
expand access to EC-001, ARRL developed a self- 
guided version of the course, EC-001-S, which 
launched in June. This version of the course is 
designed for those who prefer to work 
independently and who do not need guidance 
from an online mentor. EC-001-S was previously 
offered only during specific sessions along with 
the traditional mentored version. The course 
opened for general enrollment on November 6. 
Visit the ARRL Online Course Registration page 
for more information and to register. 


http://www.arrl.org/online-course-registration 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


ARRL to Oppose Proposal to 
Eliminate 3.3 — 3.5 GHz Amateur 
Allocation 


They are coming for us. Another year, another 
threat to an Amateur Radio band 

allocation. This time the threat is not the loss of 
a portion of a band (i.e. 222 MHz, 1.2 GHz, 2.4 
GHz, etc.) or our pecking order in the list of users 
of the band. This time the threat is the 
complete removal of all of it. The band in 
question is the 3.3-3.5 GHz band. 


There's a good chance you might have never 
made a contact on 3.5 GHz but there is reason 
why you should be worried about the complete 
loss of this band. The band is one of several 
finding increased usage for the Amateur Radio 
Emergency Data Network (AREDN). This 


expanding high speed wireless network proved 
quite useful during devastating wildfires, 
particularly in southern California where AREDN 
rollout is the most widespread. 


The ARRL is taking the lead in trying to counter 
the proposal. 


http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-to-oppose- 
proposal-to-eliminate-3-3-3-5-ghz-amateur- 
allocation 


Misc 


e VOMARC's own Darrel (WD6BOR) appeared 
in a recent Sonoma Sun article about the 
Young Eagles program to introduce flying to 
kids. https://sonomasun.com/2019/12/27/s 
onoma-pilots-help-young-eagles-take-flight/ 


Anybody know what this is? At the recent 
ARRL Pacific Division Leadership meeting a 
replica of the Wouff Hong was shown. This 
specimen was crafted for the 1939 ARRL 
National Convention, which was held in San 


Francisco that year. It currently belongs to 
the radio club in Sacramento. 


Switzerland announces the planned date 
when the last analog FM broadcast station 
will go QRT. By the end of 2024 all stations 
will have converted to digital DAB+ 
transmissions. https://www.radioworld.com 
/news-and-business/switzerland-confirms- 


fm-switch-off-date 


A California Earthquake may have disrupted 
HF propagation on the west 

coast. http://www.arrl.org/news/report- 
california-earthquakes-disrupted-hf- 
propagation-on-west-coast 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


From The QSL Inbox 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 
SV Greece 
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A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon Amateur 
Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Jim Hill KE UUW — President 

Robert Barron KASWSS — Vice President 
Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary 
VACANT — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 
Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 

Jim Hill KE UUW — Elmer Coordinator 
Darrel Jones, WD6BOR - Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 

Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of each 
month at the City of Sonoma Police Department EOC 175 1°t St 
West. Meetings start at 19:30 local (7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on the 
146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station is off the 
air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of each month 
at Black Bear Restaurant, 201 W Napa St, #34 (Marketplace 
Shopping Center), Sonoma. The fun starts at 08:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


2020 ACS 2020 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments Net Control Assignments 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU JANUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL JIM K6UUW APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY DICK KF6FZM MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY JULY MOE KI6JNU 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG AUGUST CARL N6TVN 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE NOVEMBER 20, 2019, 7:30PM 
AT THE CITY OF SONOMA EOC IN THE SONOMA POLICE DEPARTMENT, 175 1°" St West, Sonoma 95476 
SEE YOU THERE. 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2020 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1 St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 
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